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SIX APD OFFICERS 


Move comes after rough Fulton DA cites footage 
arrest of two students. from police body camera. 
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Protesters ride on top of a bus through downtown into midtown as protests continued Tuesday over the death of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis police custody. “It hurts my heart that to get justice, we have to come out here and do this,” Debbie 
Williams said during the Atlanta protest. “I just wonder why they hate us so much. I don’t understand it.” BEN GRAY / FOR THE AJC 


As protests continue across region, 
Kemp promises to keep the peace 


Governor: ‘We will not tolerate 
disruption or dangerous behavior’ 


By Alan Judd Marietta Street before march- 
ajudd@ajc.com ing through midtown Atlanta. A 
Ben Brasch Police officers blocked ramps AESA 


ben.brasch@ajc.com 
and Shaddi Abusaid 


to the Downtown Connector 
as dusk — and a 9 p.m. cur- 
few — neared. 


shaddi.abusaid@ajc.com 


Atlanta headed into a fifth 
consecutive night of unrest 
Tuesday, as protesters blocked 
streets, armored military vehi- 
cles encircled the state Capitol 
and Gov. Brian Kemp vowed 
to quell violent demonstra- 
tions with “whatever is nec- 
essary.” 

Crowds protesting police 
brutality and racial injustice 
gathered at Centennial Olym- 
pic Park, stopping traffic on 


On Peachtree Street, Atlan- 
ta’s most famous thorough- 
fare, protesters dropped to 
one knee outside the Fox 
Theatre and held a moment 
of silence to honor George 
Floyd, whose death at the 
hands of the Minneapolis 
police has sparked uprisings 
across the nation. Chanting 
“no justice, no peace,” hun- 
dreds of marchers spanned 


Protests continued on A6 


STATE CASES 


ByJ.Scott Trubey | 
Greg Bluestein 


Concerned that widespread protests could be 
new hot spots for the coronavirus, the state’s top 
health official said Tuesday she plans to set up 
test sites for demonstrators to screen for cases of 


the disease. 


Dr. Kathleen Toomey, the commissioner of the 
Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH), said 
her agency is also working with Atlanta Mayor Kei- 
sha Lance Bottoms’ office and other state agencies 
to test first-responders and National Guard mem- 
bers who may have been exposed. Toomey said 
pop-up COVID-19 testing sites could be deployed 


as soon as next week. 


“We want to ensure that the pandemic doesn’t 
Toomey said at a news 


spread because of this,” 


Toomey continued on A11 
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State Legislators Erica Thomas (left), D-Austell, and Park 
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Cannon (right), D-Atlanta, stand with Monteria Robinson as 
she speaks about her late son who was shot by officers more 
than 50 times in 2016. ALYSSA POINTER / ALYSSA.POINTER@AJC.COM 


Protests-virus mix worries health chief 


DPH Commissioner Dr. Kathleen Toomey said 
Tuesday that demonstrations present the risk of 
continued spread of the virus just as with any mass 
gathering situation in which people are in close 
quarters. ALYSSA POINTER / ALYSSA.POINTER@AJC.COM 
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CHARGED 


Protests continue, 
tensions still high. 


By Christian Boone 
cboone@ajc.com 

and Asia Simone Burns 
Asia.Burns@ajc.com 


Fulton County District 
Paul Howard’s quick deci- 
sion to charge six Atlanta 
Police Department officers 
who violently detained two 
college students during week- 
end protests drew both praise 
and criticism along with sus- 
picion that he is using the 
highly publicized case to his 
political advantage ahead of 
next week’s hotly contested 
primary. 

The officers were charged 
with unprecedented swift- 
ness. Howard said that was 
made possible by police body 
camera footage that captured 
much of the confrontation. 

“Pm sure many people 
have a question, ‘Why 
today?’ ” Howard, seeking 
a seventh term in office, 
said during a Tuesday news 


Officers continued on A6 


» MORE OF TODAY'S TOP NEWS: VIL UNEST aa 
Tensions rise amid Paris protest 


PD Woné oF TODAYS top news: cvi omens 


DEVELOPMENTS 


E Metro Atlanta firms join 
others from around the 
country in denouncing 
racialinjustice, A3 


E Outrage over George 
Floyd’s death is spreading 
around the world, A4 


E How the Insurrection 
Act gives the president 

the power, under some 
conditions, to activate 
federal troops for domestic 
law enforcement, A5 


E A page of photos from 
area protests, A9 
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Atlanta. News. Now. 


» Visit our website for the 
latest developments and 
photos from civil unrest in 
the Atlanta area, including 
video of a protester’s 
emotional plea to police. 


LONG-TERM CARE 


Georgia’s senior care 
deaths top 1,000 


Grim toll could be higher, as official count doesn’t 
include deaths at hundreds of smaller facilities. 


By Carrie Teegardin 
cteegardin@ajc.com 


Coronavirus deaths among 
Georgia’s long-term care resi- 
dents topped 1,000 on Monday 
in the state’s official tally, a bru- 
tal milestone demonstrating the 
pandemic’s unforgiving attack on 
vulnerable seniors. 

Across Georgia, 5,850 residents 
of nursing homes, assisted liv- 
ing facilities and large personal 
care homes have tested positive 
for coronavirus at some point 
during the pandemic, and 1,001 
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virus has had on our residents 


and our staff,” said Tony Mar- 
shall, president and CEO of the 
Georgia Health Care Association, 
which represents nursing home 
and assisted-living operators. 

However, the state’s count 
doesn’t provide a complete pic- 
ture of the toll the coronavirus 
is taking in senior care facilities. 

DCH isn’t tracking cases and 
deaths of hundreds of long-term 
care facilities across the state — 
those with fewer than 25 beds. 
Thousands of Georgians live in 
those facilities. 

Plus, The Atlanta Journal-Con- 
stitution found that even though 
the DCH numbers are supposed 
to be cumulative — capturing and 
adding up all the positive cases 
over time — some facilities have 
appeared on the list with con- 
firmed cases one day and drop 
off the next. One assisted-living 


Seniors continued on A11 


